
An Educator Platform paired with a child-facing app offering:
• High-quality, research-based teaching resources specifically 

designed to promote educational classroom discussions and 
connections.

• Rich resources such as Educator Guides, Photocards, and Printables 
with embedded professional development.

• Easy-to-use Curriculum alignment built into the
MarcoPolo For Educators website. 

English, Spanish, and modified versions of the video that allow the 
educator to personalize learning and support diverse learning needs.
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Elevate Teaching & Boost 
Family Engagement with 
MarcoPolo For Educators



Graphic organizers that anchor 
and extend learning.

Visuals that help support learners 
with key terms and concepts.
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Beaver

Family engagement
We learned about beavers today. Beavers are industrious animals. They cut 
down trees and branches to get pieces of wood for their dams and their homes. 
By building a dam, beavers can more easily bring sticks and food to their lodge 
(home).  Humans use trees to build things too! Go for a “wood hunt” around 
your home and find as many wooden things as you can.

Included within each Educator Guide are content specific vocabulary, open-ended 
questions, suggested interactive activities, and a family engagement connection.
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Beaver

Discussion guide

1 Introduction
Have a discussion with children about human homes and animal homes.  
Show children a photograph of a nest built by a familiar bird. If possible,  
show an actual bird’s nest. 

Questions:

• Who do you think built your home?

• What do you think birds use to build nests?

• Beavers live in water; what do you think they use to build their homes? 

2 Video discussion
Watch the video lesson with the children. Pause to discuss the  
following questions:

• What do you notice about the beaver dams in the water?

• How are our human teeth different from beaver’s teeth?

• How does building a lodge underwater protect beavers from predators?

3 Culminating discussion
• How do beavers get the sticks and mud they need to build their  

dams and lodges?

• How does building a dam help the beavers build their lodge?
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Beaver

Activity
DESIGN CHALLENGE: BEAVER DAM
The teacher prepares the following materials for this activity:

• Lots of sticks and small branches

• Clay

• Large, wide container

• Bucket of water (if outside, use a garden hose)

Beavers live in water; what do you think they use to build their homes?  
In this activity, children will use sticks and clay to create a beaver dam.  
This dam should obstruct the movement of water, similarly to the way  
a beaver’s dam does.

Support children to engage in the Engineering and Design Process  
(chart provided).

Process:

• Ask: Children ask questions about how beavers make dams, and how  
they might make a beaver dam themselves.

• Plan: Children draw pictures to show their ideas.

• Create: Children create a model of the beaver dam inside the container. 
Then, the teacher helps them to put water into the container to see if the 
beaver dam obstructs the flow of water.

• Improve: Children revisit their plans and make improvements  
to their design.
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Beaver

Beaver

Video description
Beavers use sticks and mud to build dams and lodges in ponds, rivers,  
and streams around the world. Learn why beavers build these structures. 

Objectives
• Children will learn about an animal’s physical and behavioral characteristics.

• Children will learn how an animal’s behavioral adaptations help it to survive.

• Children will learn about animal homes.

Key content words
Dam, Rodent, Lodge 
 

Skills
Observation, Comparison,  
Creating Models, Engineering/
Problem Solving

•	 Differentiated instructions and content in English, Spanish and Modified 
English versions that provide equity of access for diverse learners. 

•	 Boost Kindergarten Readiness and Child Engagement

Promotes strong home to school connection 
and increases family engagement through 
the MarcoPolo For Families child facing app.
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